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Figure 1-  Strategies MO Increasing Achievment by Grades 3 & 4 
Triggering Question: What are the strategies, which if adopted and implemented by DESE, will address the identified system of root causes/ barriers and will help further reduce the gap and 
continue to improve the achievement outcomes for 3rd and 4th grade students with disabilities in Missouri? 
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Strategy 62 CHANGE PRE-
SERVICE SPECIAL EDUCATOR 
COURSEWORK TO MORE 
CLOSELY PARALLEL 
REGULAR EDUCATOR 
COURSEWORK 

Strategy 55 DEVELOP 
ADDITIONAL ON-LINE, 
WEB-BASED 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
TEACHERS AND 
PARENTS 

Strategy 36 OFFER 
TRAINING IN 
DIFFERENTIATION OF 
INSTRUCTION WHICH 
WOULD ENABLE 
GENERAL ED STAFF 
TO BECOME MORE 
AWARE OF THE 
POSSIBILITY OF 
EDUCATING 
STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES IN THE 
GENERAL ED SETTING 

Strategy 44 CREATE A PUBLIC 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 
AROUND EARLY CHILDHOOD 
THROUGH PRIMARY GRADE 
LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS 

Strategy 35 DEVELOP A LONG-
RANGE PLAN TO ADVOCATE 
FOR MANDATORY EARLY 
EDUCATION FOR ALL 
STUDENTS 

Strategy 22 EXPAND 
INSTRUCTIONAL 
TIME FOR ALL 
TEACHERS 

Strategy 21 
ENCOURAGE A 
BORN TO LEARN 
PHILOSOPHY VS. 
A READY TO 
LEARN 
PHILOSOPHY 

Strategy 17 DEVELOP 
EDUCATIONAL MODELS FOR 
EFFECTIVELY ADDRESSING 
STUDENTS WHO ARRIVE AT 
SCHOOL WITH MISSING 
SKILLS, LOW SES, ETC. 

Strategy 9 PROMOTE PARENT 
PARTICIPATION  

Strategy 8 TO CREATE 
AND IMPLEMENT A 
SINGLE 
COMPREHENSIVE 
ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATOR 
CERTIFICATION 
STANDARD FOR THE 
STATE OF MO 

Strategy 5 PROVIDE 
MOTIVATION FOR 
INCREASED 
PROFESSIONAL, FIELD 
BASED RESEARCH IN 
THE AREA OF 
INSTRUCTIONAL 
METHODS FOR 
DIVERSE LEARNERS 

Strategy 3 IMPROVE TEACHER 
PREPARATION PROGRAMS SO 
GRADUATES ARE 
PROFICIENT IN HOW 
LEARNING TAKES PLACE 

Strategy 45 CREATE 
FROM THE STATE 
ASSESSMENT A 
USABLE SYSTEM OF 
THE DATA DESIGNED 
TO HELP  TEACHERS 
MOVE STUDENTS 
WITH DISABILITIES 
TO THE PROFICIENT 
LEVEL 

Strategy 65 
COMMUNICATE TO 
ALL STAKEHOLDERS 
THAT WE ARE 
COMMITTED TO THE 
ACADEMIC SUCCESS 
OF ALL LEARNERS 
REGARDLESS OF 
THEIR ACADEMIC 
DIVERSITY 

Reduction of 
the gap and  
improvement 
of  the 
achievement 
outcomes for 
3rd and 4th 
grade students 
with 
disabilities in 
Missouri 




